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A 



bill 

To repeal so much of the Tarvs relating to the Linen, Hempen, 

Union and Cotton Manufactures in Ireland, as relate to ^ 

Manufacturers and Weavers, and to make other Provisions 
in lieu thereof. 



[Kote.— The Words printed in Itdlic.s a.xG proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



► several Acta from time to time have passed, 

containing Regulations for the Linen, Hempen, Union and 
Cotton Manufactures in Ireland, and such Regulations were, with 
certain modifications, by an Act passed in the fifth and sixth years of 
the rei»n of his late Majesty King Willtam the Fourth, intituled, 

“ An Act to continue and amend certain Regulations for the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland,” continued in force until the 
end of the last Session of Parliament, when the same expired, but was 
by an Act passed in the first and second years of the reign of Her 
,0 present Maiesty, intituled, “ An Act to conUnue for Five Years, and 
from thence until the End of the then next Session of Parhameot, 
an Act of the Fifth and Sixth Years of his late Majesty, for the Regu- 
lation of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland,” continued in 
force for the time tlierein limited aod expressed ; And whereas the 
■ provisions of the said Act have not been found etfectnal ; And whereas 
it is expedient to make further provision, as well for the benefit and 
encouragement of trade and manufactures, as for the security of the 
property of manufacturers and employers, and for that purpose to 
repeal the said Act, and to enact other provisions in lieu thereof: And. 

A whereas 

3 ^ 3 - ^ 



5 & 6 VV. 4, 
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whereas it is requisite that the said provisions sliaH be permanent ; 

25® it tfitrtfort SnaettS, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Ma- 
JESTT, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
^ and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 

S.37,28, 29 and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the^assing 5 
and 30. ^ much of the said recited Act passed in the fifth and 

sixth years of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
and continued in force by the Act passed in the first and second years 
of the reign of Her present Majesty, as relates to Manufacturers and 
Weavers, shall be and the same is hereby Repealed ; save and except lo 
in as far as the same may have repealed any former Acts or enact- 
ments. 



a. 

Emhezzl©- And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, if 

any cloths or linen yarn, hempen yarn or cotton yarn, or any two 
or more of those materials mixed with each other, or anv tools, ma- 15 
terials or apparatus for manufacturing the same, shall be intrusted to 
any person for the purpose of manufacture, or for any special purpose, 
and he shall sell, pawn, embezzle or in any manner convert the same 
or any part thereof to his own use or benefit, he shall be guilty of a 
Misdemeanor, and shall be liable, at the discretion of the Court, to be 20 
transported for any term not exceeding Years, or to be 

imprisoned, with or without hard labour or solitary confinement, for 
any term not exceeding Years. 



Distinct Em- And be it Enacted, That it shall be law'ful to charge in the indict- 
ment, and to proceed for any number of distinct acts of embezzlement, 23 
not exceeding Three, which may have been committed against the same 
employer within the space of Six Months ; and in every such indict- 
ment it shall be sufficient .to allege the embezzlement to be of money, 
without specifying particulars ; and such allegation, so far as regards 
the description of the property, shall be sustained by proof of embez- 30 
zlement to any amount, or in any manner. 



A’ 

Aiders, Stc. And be it Enacted, That every person who shall aid, abet, counsel 
or procure the commission of any Misdemeanor, shall be liable to be 
punished as a principal offender. 

5. 

Charge of And be it Enacted, That on proof on oath that there is just cause 3*) 

Embeziie- suspcct that any cloths or linen yarn, hempen yarn or cotton 

yarn, or any two or more of those materials mixed with each other, 
or any tools, materials or apparatus, have been fraudulentW sold, 
pawned, embezzled or converted, as aforesaid, by the person to • 
whom intrusted, it shall and may be lawful for One Justice of the 40 
Peace, and he is hereby required to issue his warrant, without any 
previous notice, summons or delay, for apprehending such Weaver or 

person, 
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person, and bringing him before him or a Court of Petty Sessions for 
examination ; and if, upon such examination, the charge of having 
committed a Misdemeanor, or suspicion thereof, shall be supported by 
evidence to raise a strong presumption of guilt, such Justice, or the 
5 Justices presiding at such Court of Petty Sessions, shall commit such 
Weaver or person to the common Gaol, or House of Correction, in 
order that he may be brought forward for trial at the next Court of 
General or Quarter Sessions : Provided always, That it may be lawful 
for such Justice or Justices to admit the parties so accused to bail on 
lO the security of Two solvent and sufficient sureties. 

6 . 

And be it Enacted, That in case any Manufacturer, or agent or 
person'duly authorized by him, shall make oath before a Justice of the 
Peace that he has intrusted any cloths or linen yarn, hempen yarn a Person 
or cotton yarn, or any two or more of those materials mixed with 
15 each other, or materials, tools or apparatus for manufacturing the same, 
to anv Weaver or person, and that he has absconded with the same, or 
that he has just cause to suspect, and does suspect, that such Weaver or 
person is about to abscond with the same, it shall be lawful for such 
Justice, and he is hereby required to issue his warrant, as in the fifth 
20 section, to apprehend such Weaver or person, and bring him before him 
or some other Justice of the Peace ; and unless such Weaver or person 
shall (in this as in all other cases wherein embezzlement is not proved) 
forthwith give security, to be approved of by said Justices, for the 
return, in a finished state, of the article or thing so intrusted to him 
25 within the time allowed for finishing or weaving and returning the 
same, or if such time has expired, within such time as shall be then 
a^rrecd on, such Justice shall, by warrant, order any constable, vvith his 
assistants, to enter the house of such Weaver or person, and take pos- 
session of such article or thing so delivered to him as aforesaid (if a 
30 warp, on the beam in the heddles), and to bring the same before the 
said Justice, together with the Weaver or person aforesaid, when said 
Justice will direct same to be delivered to the Manufacturer, agent or 
person duly authorized by him, and such Weaver or person shall be 
forthwith released ; but if such article or thing is not in the house or 
35 possession of such Weaver or person, or cannot be produced to such 
constable, such Weaver or person shall be deemed and taken to have 
embezzled such articles, und shall be liable to any of the punishments 
awarded for ^uch offence. 

7. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Manufacturer, owners, &c. 
40 liaving intrusted materials to any Weaver for the purpose of manufac- staps'^'n. 
ture, or for any agent or person duly authorized by him, to demand W"' 
entrance, and enter at all reasonable liours in the day-time, into the 
houses, shops or out-houses of any person or persons employed by him 
363. A 2 or 
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or them to work up or manufacture any of the above-mentioned mate- 
rials, and other place or places where the works shall be carried 
on, and then inspect the state and condition of such materials ; 
and in case of refusal by the person so employed to permit such 
entrance or inspection, such Manufacturer, agent or person may go 5 
before the nearest Justice of the Peace, and make oath that cloths or 
yams, or tools, materials or apparatus for manufacturing the same, 
have been intrusted to a Weaver or person, and that he has reasonable 
grounds for suspecting some loss of’ injury to his property so intrusted as 
aforesaid, and that such Weaver or person has refused to permit the lu 
same to be inspected ; atid it shall be lawful for such Justice, and he is 
hereby required to issue his warrant to apprehend such Weaver or person, 
and bring him before him or some other Justice of the Peace, there to be 
examined ; and if, upon such examination, it shall be found that such 
Weaver or person has fraudulently sold, pawned, embezzled or converted 15 
any such property, he shall be liable to any of the punishments awarded 
Penalty on re- for sucli offcnce ; but if it shall be found that no such offence has been 
admit- committed, such Weaver or person shall, for so refusing to permit such 
entrance for reasonable inspection, be committed to the common Gaol 
or House of Correction, there to be imprisoned only, or to be imprisoned 20 
and kept at hard labour, for any term not exceeding 
Days, or shall be fined in any sum not exceeding 

, should the said Justices so think fit. 



8 . 

Parsonj pur- 
Ghasing er re- 
ceiving certain 
lUateriaU, 

resular Deal- 
ers, &c., «ir in 
a concealed 
manner. 



AND whereas linen, hempen and cotton yarns, and cloths made 
of one, or of a mixture of those materials and apparatus for manu- 25 
facturing the same, are frequently purchased from persons whom the 
purchaser has every reason to believe could only come to be possessed 
thereof by dishonest means ; BE it therefore Enacted, That any person 
who shall purchase or take in pawn, or who in any other way shall 
receive into his premises or possession, linen, hempen or cotton 30 
yarns, or cloths made of any one, or of any mixture of those materials 
or tools or apparatus for manufacturing the same, from hand or power- 
loom weavers, spinners, winders, warpers or other operatives, or who 
shall purchase or take in pawn, or, under any attempted evasion of this 
law, shall receive such articles from persons of any description, except 35 
regular and bona fide public selling dealers in the said cloths, yarns or 
materials, or manufacturers thereof, or persons directly or indirectly 
authorized by the aforesaid regular and bona fide public selling dealers 
in or manufacturers of the said materials, to sell or deliver the same 
on their account, or who, in conducting his business, shall, either by 40 
himself or his servants, or others employed by him for the purpose, 
purchase or receive, whether in pawn or otherwise, or sell or barter any 
such doths, yarns or materials in such a manner that the person who 
purchases, receives, sells or barters, is intentionally concealed from tl>e 

view 
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Yiew of the person with whom he is dealing, shall on conviction be 
deemed and adjudged guilty of a Misdenreanor, and shall for every 
such offence be punished in njanner hereinafter mentioned. 

9 - 

And be it Enacted, That if any Manufacturer, agent or peraon duly 
5 authorized by him, shall come before a Justice of the Peace, and make r.u. .s».r.h 
oath that he or his employer has intrusted cioths, yarns, tools, mate- Gooa 8 ,up^ 
rials or apparatus to any Weaver or person, and that he has just 
cause to suspect that the same, or part thereof, have been fraudulently 
sold, pawned, purloined or embezzled, and also to suspect that they are 
in the possession or on the premises of another person ; or if any credi- 
ble person shall make oath before a Justice of the Peace that there is 
a reasonable cause to suspect that any person has in his possession or 
on ills premises any purloined or embezzled cloths, yarns, materials, 
tools or apparatus, such Justice is hereby authorized and required to 
grant bis warrant to search the dwelling-house and premises of such 
person, in the day-time only, and, if any such property shall be found 
therein, to cause the same, and the person in whose possession or on 
whose premises the same shall be found, to be brought before him or 
some other Justice of the Peace, who is hereby authorized to order his 
20 detention until the next silting day of Petty Sessions of the district, 
unless he enters into such bail with sureties, as may be required, for his 
appearance before said Court, on any day to be fixed by said Justice ; 
and if the person so apprehended shall not give an account to the satis- 
faction of the Justices presiding that the property is honestly come by, 

25 and lawfully obtained from a person duly entitled to dispose thereof 
(meaning thereby cither the previous rightful owner of said property, 
or an agent directly or indirectly authorized by the rightful owner to 
sell, pawm or dispose of the same) ; or shall not produce, it required so 
to do, at least One credible witness to testify upon oath the truth of 
30 the account given, and to answer any other questions that may be 
asked, in order to enable the said Justices to determine whether or not 
the said property is honestly come by ; or shall not prove to the 
satisfaction of the said Justices that the said property was purchased 
or received cither under circumstances calculated to afford no ground 
35 of suspicion that it was dishonestly come by, or that it was clandes- 
tinely introduced into his premises without his knowledge or consent, 
either direct or implied, and without its being intended that he should 
ever possess or participate in the same, then the slid person shall be 
deemed and adjudged guilty of a Misdemeanor, and shall be punished 
40 in manner hereinafter mentioned, although no proof shall be given to 
whom such property belongs ; Provided always. That if any such 
materials or goods have beeo clandestinely introduced into any per- 
son's premises by a servant, or any person therein employed, or 
t,y any other individual, without the consent, either direct or im- 
plied, of the occupier of said premises, and without it being intended 
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that he should ever possess or participate in the same, then in that 
rase the servant or person who clandestinely introduced the same into 
such premises shall be the party who shall be liable to punishment. 

lo. 

AuthoritTof And be it Enacted, That any person found committinjj any offence 

PeJicft.omcerf <■* f ^ j 

and nthers ’ &s before mentioned may be immediately apprehended, without a 5 

Mder this warrant, by any peace-officer or constable, or by the owner of the pro- 
. perty, or by his agent, or any person duly authorized hy him ; and any 
person to whom any property shall be offered to be sold, pawned or 
delivered, if he shall have reasonable cause to suspect that any such 
offence has been committed on or with resj>ect to such pro{)erty, is 10 
authorized and required to apprehend the party offering the same j and 
every peace-officer and constable, and every watchman duly appointed 
by law, during such time as he shall be on duty, shall and may appre- 
hend, or cause to be apprehended, any person who may be reasonably 
suspected of having or carrying, or in any way conveying any pro- 15 
perty suspected to be purloined or embezzled, and shall lodge such 
person, together with the property, in a police office, or other place of 
security, in order that they may be brought before the nearest Justice 
of the Peace as soon as convenient,' who is hereby empowered to order 
his detention until the next sitting day of the Petty Sessions of the 20 
district, unless he enter into such bail vvith sureities, as may be required, 
for his appearance before saHl Court, on any day to be fixetl by said 
Justice; and if the person so apprehended, offering for sale, pawn or 
delivery, or conveying any such property as aforesaid, shall not pro- 
duce before the said Court of Petty Sessions the person duly entitled to 25 
dispose of such property, from whom he bought or received the same, 
or shall not give an account to the satisfaction of the Justices presiding 
that the property is honestly come by, and lawfully obtained from a 
person duly entitled lo dispose thereof (meaning thereby either the 
previous rightful owner of said property, or an agent directly or indi- 30 
rectly authorized by the rightful owner to sell or transmit the same,) 
or shall not produce, if required so to do, at least One credible witness 
to testify upon oath the truth of the account given, and to answer any 
other questions that may be asked, in order to enable the said Justices 
to determine whether or not the said property is honestly come by, 35 
then the person so apprehended shall be deemed and adjudged guilty 
of a Misdemeanor, and be punished in manner hereinafter mentioned, 
although no proof shall be given to whom such property belongs. 

11. 

On requisi- Aiid be it Enacted, Tliat in any of the three cases last mentioned, 

tioD, Justices '' 

shall summon when any person who shall be brought before a Justice of the Peace, 40 
or Court of Petty Sessions, shall request of such Justice or Justices pre- 
siding at such Court to appoint a reasonable time to produce (he 
person duly entitled to sell, dispose of or transmit the said property, 
of whom he bought or received the same, or a witness as above-mens- 

tioned, 
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tioned, such Justice or Justices shall appoint such reasonable time, and 
issue out a suintnons, rec|uiring such [>erson or witness to appear before 
such Justice or Justices, at such time and place as shall be appointed 
by such Justice or Justices, in order to be examined and give evidence 
5 upon oath, first taking recognizance of the several matters aforesaid ; 
and such Justice or Justices is nr are hereby empowered to order the 
detention of such person until the time appointed, unless he enter into 
such bail with sureties, as shall be required, for his appearance at such 
time and place as shall be appointed for the appearance of such 
10 party or witness ; and if at such appointed time such person shall be 
convicted of any of the offences aforesaid, then be shall suffer such 
punishment as is hereinafter directed. 



15 



20 



35 



30 



35 



40 



12 . 

And be it Enacted, That where any person shall be convicted as 
above, the Justices shall cause tlie property so found to be deposited te <iispo*eU of. 
in some safe place for any time not exceeding Thirty Days, and shall 
order an advertisement to be inserted in one or more of the i>ublic 
newspapers of the town or city nearest to the place where the same 
was found, and shall cause notice to be given, if in a town or city, 
by some public crier, and by fixing a printed notice on some public 
place, describing such property, and where the same may be inspected ; 
and in case any person shall prove his own or his employer s property 
therein, upon oath, to the satisfaction of the Justices presiding at the 
Petty Sessions of the district, restitution of such property shall be 
ordered to the owner thereof, after paying the reasonable cost of 
removing, depositing, advertising and giving notice of same; but if 
before the termination of Thirty Days no claim be made and owner- 
ship proved to such property, the Justices presiding at the Court of 
Petty Sessions of the district shall order such property to be sold ; and, 
after deducting the charges aforesaid, with the charges of sale, one 
moiety of the residue arising from same shall be given to the person 
who shall have apprehended or prosecuted the offender, as the Justices 
shall appoint, and the other moiety shall be applied in the same man- 
ner as a penalty under this Act: Provided always, That if it appear to 
said Justices that the yams are of such a kind as, if sold in an un- 
wrought state, would be liable to be purchased by fraudulent dealers, 
to be used l>y them as a cover for their fraudulent transactions, the 
said Justices may order the same to be delivered to the Keeper of the 
nearest House of Correction, or some other person whom they may 
appoint, to be wrought up and disposed of under his inspection ; 
the free proceeds of the same, when sold, to be applied as before 
directed. 



And be it Enacted, That every person adjudged guilty of a Misde- 
meanor, of taking in pawn, purchasing or receiving materials or goods, 
except from regular and boni fide public selling dealers or manufac- 
3^3* ^ 4 turers 



13 - 



Penalties on 
Persons guilty 
of Misde- 
meanors, in 
parchasing or 
receiving 
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Goods, except 
from regular 
Dealers, or 
Manufac- 
turers thereof, 
or Persons 
Authorized hy 
them; or of 
conducting 
their business 
in a concealed 
aajKier; or of 
having pur- 
loined or em- 
bezzled Goods, 
kc. 



14. 

Buyers and 
Receivers of 
stolen Goods, 
knowing them 
to have been 
stolen, &c. 



15 * 

Refuiiog ad- 
mittance to 
Peace-officers, 
losing 



ir oppos 
earth, 
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turers thereof, or persona directly or indirectly authorized by them to 
sell or deliver the same on their account, or of conducting his business 
in such a manner as that the persons who are dealing are intentionally- 
concealed from each other’s view, or having in his possession or on iiis 
premises any property suspected to have been purloined or embezzled, 5 
or of offering for sale, pawn or delivery, or having, carrying or con- 
veying any such property, and not producing the party duly entitled to 
sell, dispose of or transmit such property, of whom he bought or 
received the same, or not giving an account to the satisfaction of the 
Justices presiding at the Court of Petty Sessions, nor producing n credible 'o 
witness, agreeably to any of the previous sections of this Act, shall, in 
addition to being deprived ofsuch materials or goods without compen- 
sation, though they may have been purchased and paid for, or money 
advanced upon them, forfeit for the first offence. Ten Pounds, for the 
second, TW'CWify Pounds, and for every subsequent offence, Pounds, 15 
together with costs, to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of such offender, under warrant of the Justices convicting, one 
moiety of the said penalty to be given to the informer, the other to be 
applied in the same manner as any other penalty under this Act; and, 
if no sufficient distress be found,, then the Justices shall commit such 20 
offender to the common Gaol or House of Correction, thereto be kept to 
hard labour, for the first offence, Three Months, for the second, Siv 
Months, and for every subsequent offence, Twelve Months; the com- 
mitment to be determinable in each of the cases aforesaid upon pay- 
ment of amount and costs. 25 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall buy or receive any 
cloths, yarns, tools, materials or apparatus, or any property whatso- 
ever, the stealing, taking, obtaining, converting, purloining or embezzling 
whereof is made an indictable Misdemeanor by this Act, such person 
knowing the same to have been fraudulently or unlawfully stolen, taken, 30 
obtained, converted, purloined or embezzled, every such person shall be 
guilty of a Misdemeanor, and may be indicted and convicted thereof, 
whether the person guilty of the principal Misdemeanor shall or shall 
not have been previously convicted thereof, or shall or shall not be 
amenable to justice ; and every such receiver shall, on conviction, be 35 
liable, at the discretion of the Court, to be transported for the term of 
Seven Yeare, or to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour or soli- 
tary confinement, for any term not exceeding Txco Years. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person reasonably suspected of har- 
bouring stolen property of any Manufacturer shall refuse to open his 4 ® 
house, warehouse or other place, and permit the same to be searched, 
on request to open the same being made by any peace-officer autho- 
rized to search by warrant from a Justice of the Peace, such peace- 
officer may break open any such house, warehouse or other place, in 

the 
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the day-time, to make such search, and if any person shall oppose or 
hinder a peace-officer to search for stolen or embezzled goods, he shall, 
on conviction thereof, by the oath of One or more credible witness or 
witnesses, before a Court of Petty Sessions, forfeit for every such 
5 offence the sum of Five Pounds, and this fine shall be additional, and 
without prejudice to any other penalty or punishment to which sucli 
person may be liable for having any such goods in his possession or on 
his premises. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



And be it Enacted, That where any offender has t>eeii convicted of Offenders 
any Misdemeanor (except perjury or subornation of perjury), and has tolrfcon.- 
endured the punishment to which he been adjudged, he shall not, 
after the punishment so endured, be deemed to be, by reason of such majhepei- 

1VJ- j . . . ’ mitted to 

iViisdemeanor, an incompetent wuness in any court or proceeding, civil become ap- 
or-criminal ; and where any person shall be charged with the com- hlv^S^givTn 
mission of a Misdemeanor under this Act (except perjury or suboma- shatuot’be 
lion of perjury), he shall, if required, be admitted to become approver 
or informer, and shall, equally with all other persons, be called upon to for that or 
give his testimony against his accomplices, and against any buyer, offeLce.^ 
receiver or pawnbroker, and if he shall make a full and complete disco- 
very of that ahd all other offences to which he is examined, and after- 
wards give his evidence without prevarication or fraud, he shall not 
himself be prosecuted for that or any other previous offence of the 
same degree : Provided always, That nothing herein contained, nor 
the enduring of such punishment, shall prevent or mftigatc any punish- 
ment to which the person might otherwise be lawfully sentenced on a 
subsequent convict iofor any other offence. 



And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver or worker, or other person, Person^ wii- 
shall wilfully damage, spoil or destroy any cloths, yams, materials, 
tools, apparatus, wares or work in his charge, upon complaint on 
30 oath before a Justice of the Peace, he shall issue his warrant to appre- 
hend such person, and such person shall, on conviction thereof before 
a Court of Petty Sessions, he liable, at the discretion of such 'Court, to 
be imprisoned in the common Gaol or House of Correction, there to 
be kept to hard labour for any term not exceeding Months. 



35 And be it Enacted, That with every warp given out by a Manufac- Ticketofpar- 
turer or agent to a Weaver to be woven, there shall be delivered a note bTriTenout 
or ticket, signed by such Manufacturer or agent delivering out the aod dupikate’ 
same, stating the length, breadth and the particular fabric and deno- 
inination of the work to be performed, the time in which the said work 
40 is to be finished and returned, and the price agreed on for executing 
such work in a workmanlike manner, and a duplicate of every such 
note or ticket shall be made and kept by the Manufacturer or agent 
delivering out the same, which said note or ticket, or duplicate, in the 
563. B event 
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event of dispute between a Manufacturer or agent and Weaver, shall be 
evidence of all matters and things mentioned therein or respecting the 
same. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver or person who shall be 
not fuiMng intrusted with any cloths or linen yarn, hempen yarn or cotton 5 
menu, &3. yam, or any two or more of those materials mixed with each other, 
MtaSJfoj- or tools, materials or apparatus for manufacturing the same, shall not 
finish all such cloths, and weave all such yarns, in such manner, or 
in snch teeds. or into cloth of such breadths, and return the same, 
,.Mk"Sr8 together with the tools, materials or apparatus, if required, within such to 
time (unless prevented by sickpess) as shall be agreed upon by the 
owner of such cloths or yams, or his agent, and such Weaver or 
person; or who. having engaged a warp with a Manufacturer, accord- 
ing to the terms of agreement in the ticket to be therewith delivered, 
an'd after having got such warp entered in the Manufacturers book, 15 
shall refuse to take out such warp and weave it according to his agree- 
ment ■ or who, after having engaged to prepare or work up any mate- 
rials, whether mixed or unmixed, for any Manufacturer or agent, shall 
wilfully neglect or refuse the performance thereof for Days succes- 

sively, or having taken in any. materials, whether mixed or unmixed, 2 U 
for mannfacture from one Manufacturer or agent, shall afterwards 
take in any materials, whether mixed or unmixed, for manufacture 
from any other Ma.iufaclurer or agent, or shall procure or permit 
himself to be employed or retained in any other occupation or employ- 
ment whatsoever sooner than Four Days before the completion of the 25 
work first taken, or shall leave or retnrii his work before the same 
shall be completely finished, without the consent of his employer; 
then in every such case, upoii complaint on oath before a Justice of 
the Peace, he shall issue his warrant to apprehend such Weaver or 
person, and such Weaver or person, being thereof lawfully convicted 30 
by the oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses before a 
Court of Petty Sessions, shall be committed to the common Gaol or 
House of Correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any term 
not exceeding Months. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver or person retained or em- 35 
^ov^'t.y"ilis pS^jeed in any mill, factory, warehouse or other place belonging to the 
Lploycr, or retained or employed by the week, mouth or year, in any 
of the various branches of the linen, hempen, union or cottonmn- 

nufactures, shall absent himself during the accustomed hours of working, 

or shaU refuse or neglect to perform his work, or shall procure or 40 
permit himself to be employed or retained in any other occupation or 
employment whatsoever, or sliall depart from his service without leave 
before the end of the term or time for which he shaU be hired or 
retained, or shall prevent any person from working, OJ shall return bis 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



^ </ 



( 11 ) 

w.ork before tbe same shall be completely 6nished, without the consent 
nfhis employer, unless it be for some reasonable and sufficient cause, to 
be allowed by Two or more Justices of the Peace, or .by a Court of 
Petty Sessions, upon complaint on oatli before a Justice of the Peace, 

5 he shall issue his warrant to apprehend such Weaver or person, and 
such Weaver or person, on conviction before a Court of Petty Sessions, 
shall be committed to the common Gaol or House of Correction, there 
to be kept to hard labour for any term not exceeding 
Months. 

21 . 

10 And be it Enacted, That if any apprentice, or any other person Apprentices, 

/ . Journeymen, 

hired, retained or employed as a workman or journeyman by any VV eaver &c., offending 
or worker in any of the above trades or manufactures, shall iu any ^“Tinbieto 
manner offend against the provisions of this Act, he shall, on con- 
viclion, be liable to any of the penalties awarded for such offence, in cipals. 

15 the same manner as if he had actually received or taken the work him- 
self at the prosecution of the person immediately employing him, or of 
the Manufacturer or agent who gave out the work ; and if any carrier, 
or any other person employed by a Weaver or worker to transact his 
business with a Manufacturer or agent, shall take out a warp or work 
20 for, or under the pretenceof being for, one Weaver or worker, and shall 
afterwards give such warp or work to any other, without the consent of 
the person who delivered out the same, he shall be liable to be taken 
and punished in the same manner as a Weaver or worker not ful- 
filling bis agreement. . 



25 And be it Enacted, That in cases w’here any Weaver or person 
shall have been committed for embezzling or illegally making away 
with a part of the property intrusted to him, or shall have been con- 
victed of any other offence against any of the provisions of this Act, 
it shall be lawful for the Justice or the Justices presiding at the Court 
20 of Petty Sessions, before whom he has been brought, and he or they 
is or are hereby required to issue his or their warrant, authorizing a 
constable with his assistants to enter tbe house and premises of such 
Weaver or person, and take possession of all such property so intrusted 
as shall be found therein (if a warp, on the beam and in the hcddles), 
25 and to bring the same before said Justice or Justices, when the said 
Justice or Justices shall direct the same to be delivered to the Manu- 
facturer, agent or person duly authorized to receive the same. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person employing any Weaver or 
worker in any of the trades or manufactures aforesaid shall pay any 
40 such Weaver or worker his wages, or other price agreed on, or any part 
thereof, either in goods or -by way of truck, ot in any other manner 
than in ready money, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, upon the 
oath of One (i- more credible witness or witnesses, before a Court of 
363- c Petty 
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Petty Sessions, be shall forfeit Tm Pounds, to be paid to the informer, 
to be levied by distress and sale of tiie goods and chattels of such 
offender : Provided always, That if any Manufacturer or agent shall, at 
ihe request of a Weaver or worker, supply him with heddles, brushes 
Or other materials for the express purpose of, and absolutely necessary 5 
for manufacturing his work, or flour for dressing the same, it shall not 
he construed or taken as an offence against this Act. 

Master re- And be it Enacted, That If any Manufacturer or agent employing 
or retaining any Weaver or person shall not from lime to time, on the 
regular appointed days and hours of attendance, pay and discharge all 10 
wages and hire as the same shall become due to any such Weaver or 
person, tuch Weaver or person may summon such Manufacturer or 
agent before a Court of Petty Sessions, and tbe Justices presiding may 
hear and determine such complaint, and order immediate payment of 
the sum found due, together with costs for loss of time, and of reco- 15 
vering the same; and, in default of immediate payment, shall issue 
their warrant to levy the same by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of said Manufacturer or agent ; and the said Justices, if they 
shall think fit, may also authorize such Weaver or person to return his 
work unfinished, in which case such Weaver or person shall not be ao 
liable to the penalties au'arded by the nineteenth and twentieth sections 
of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Manufacturer or agent employing or 
retainin'^ any Weaver or person shall not furnish him with a sufficient 
quantity of materials to finish his work, but shall, by withholding such 25 
materials, keep him, or cause him to be kept, idle, such Weaver or 
person may summon such Manufacturer or agent before a Court of 
Petty Sessions, and the Justices presiding may, on such complaint 
being lawfully proved before them, award such Weaver or person such 
fair and reasonable remuneration for any loss that he may have sus- 30 
tained by the withholding of said materials as such Justices shall think 
fit ; said remuneration, together with costs of recovering and levying the 
same, to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of said 
Manufacturer or agent ; and the said Justices, if they shall think fit, 
may autliorize such Weaver or person to return his work unfinished as 35 
above-mentioned : Provided always, That if such Manufacturer- or agent 
shall consider himself aggrieved, he shall have liberty to demand arbi- 
tration, as appointed by the thirty-eighth section of this Act. 

And be It Enacted, That if any Manufacturer, agent or person duly 
authorized by him, shall make any charge against any Weaver orworker 40 
without foundation, it shall be lawful for any Court of Petty Sessions 
to award said Weaver or worker such fair and reasonable remuneration 
for any loss of time and expenses as he may have incurred ; but if such 

charge 
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charge has been made from a malicious, vexatious or improper motive, 
it shall be lawful to award him such sum of money, not exceeding 
Pounds, as to such Court shall scern tit, as a reparation for the 
injury done, to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels 
5 of the Manufacturer or agent making such complaint, or authorizing 
same to be made. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver or worker shall make any 
charge against any Manufacturer or agent without foundation, from 
a malicious, vexatious or improper motive, it shall be lawful for any 
1 0 Court of Petty Sessions to commit such Weaver or worker to the com- 
mon Gaol or House of Correction, there to be kept to hard labour for 
any term not exceeding Months. 

And be it Enacted, That if any landlord or other person shall carry 
off or sell, by virtue of any distress, warrant, execution or other pro- 
15 ceeding, for rent in arrear, or money due or alleged to be due by a 
Weaver or worker, or on any other account whatever, any cloths, yarns, 
materials or tools, or apparatus for manufacturing the same, belong- 
ing' to a Manufacturer or agent, and intrusted by him to such Weaver or 
worker for the purpose of manufacture, or any other materials, tools 
20 or apparatus actually employed in manufacturing such cloths or yarns, 
and shall refuse to restore possession of all such property to such 
Manufacturer or agent when demanded by him, or some person duly 
authorized by him, on security being tendered for the return of such 
materials, tools or apparatus as belong to the Weaver or worker as 
25 soon as the work shall be finished ; upon complaint on oath before a 
Justice of the Peace, he shall issue bU warrant, requiring such land- 
lord or other person to restore possession of all such property so 
seized and carried off or sold, and in case of refusal, to levy by dis- 
tress and sale of the goods and chattels of such landlord or person 
the full value of the property intrusted, or if returned without the 
necessary apparatus, the amount of such injury or damage as it may 
have sustained, together with all costs of recovering and levying the 
same. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases where by the provisions 
32 of this Act any oath or affidavit is authorized or required to be taken, 
the solemn affirmation of any person, being a Quaker or Moravian, shall 
be sufficient in the place of such oath or affidavit ; and every person 
who shall knowingly swear or affirm any thing false in any such oath 
or affirmation, shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of Perjury, and, 
40 being lawfully convicted thereof, suffer such punishment as persons 
convicted of ivilful and corrupt Perjury are, by the laws in force in 
Ireland, subject to. 

363. 
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And be it Enacted, Tliat in every case of summary conviction under 
tins Act not specially provided for, where the sum which shall be 
imposed as a penalty by a Justice of the Peace or a Court of Petty 
Sessions, together with such waijes for loss of time as may be awarded 
against any Manufacturer or agent, and the costs, if awarded, which 5 
costs such Justice, or the Justices presiding at said Court, is and are 
hereby authorized to award, if he or they think fit, in any case of a 
conviction under this Act, shall not be paid immediately after the 
conviction, or where a warrant of distress shall be issued and no suf- 
ficient distress shall be found, it shall be lawful for the convicting 10 
Justice to commit the offender to the common Gaol or House of Cor- 
rection, there to be imprisoned only, or to be imprisoned and kept to 
hard labour, according |o the discretion of the Justices, for any term 
not exceeding calendar Months, where the amount of the 

sum forfeited, or of the penalty imposed, with or without wages, 15 
together with costs, shall not exceed Five Pounds, and for any term 
not exceeding calendar Months, where such amount shall 

exceed Five Pounds, and shall not exceed Pounds, and for 

any term not exceeding Six calendar Months in any other case; the 
commitment to be determinable in each case upon payment of amount 20 
and costs. 

31. • ... 

Application And be it Enacted, That all forfeitures and penalties upon convictions 
ofPenaities. ^ot Specially provided for, shall be paid, under the 

order of the convicting Justices, to any one or more public charities 
within the county, town or place wherein such conviction shall take 25 
place. 

Where of- And be it Enacted, That in all cases of complaint of any offence or 

bTtried,^Ld offences committed against the provisions of this Act, complaint is to 
PraMeXg/. he made within Six Months from the knowledge of the commission of 

same ; and in all cases where the complaint is either made by or against 30 
any Manufacturer or agent, the nearest Justice of the Peace of the 
district in which the cloths, yarns, materials, tools or apparatus are 
given out, to the Weaver ©r worker, and taken in from him, whether 
such Weaver or worker resides w ithin the district or not, shall have full 
power and authority, and is hereby required to act when applied to ; 35 
and in all such cases the Court of Petty Sessions, or of Quarter Ses- 
sions of the said district, is hereby authorized and required to hear and 
determine such complaint, and the warrant of such Justice or Justices 
shall be of the same effect in any part of Ireland, in all such cases, as 
in the county or counties for which such Justice or Justices hold his 40 
or their commission. 



t 

30- 

Scale of Im- 
prisoDineiit 
on summary 
CoQTiciioD. 



One Justice Aod be it Enacted, That in all cases where by this Act any Two 
01 morc Justiccs of the Peace, or a Court of Petty Sessions, are autho- 
rized 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






( 15 ) 

rized and required to hear and determine any conrpiaint, One Justice 
shall be com petent to receive the original information or complaint, and 
to issue the summons or warrants, requiring the. parties to appear 
before Two or more Justices of the Peace, or a Court of Petty Sessions; 

5 and after examination on oath into the merits of said complaint, and 
the adjudication thereupon, by any such Two or more Justices, or Court 
of Petty Sessions, being made, all and every the subsequent proceed- 
ing to enforce obedience thereto or otherwise, whether respecting the 
penalty, fine, imprisonment, costs, or matter or thing relating to the 
to offence, may be enforced by any one of the Justices. 

34 .. 

And be it Enacted, That an indictment or infornratbn for offences 
agaiiiil the property of partners, joint-stock companies and trustees, i™. 
it shall be sufficient to lay the ownership in one name and others ; 
and in all cases under this Act, singular is to include plural, and mas- 
15 culine feminine. 

35. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases of summary conviction under 
this Act, where the sum adjudged to be paid shall exceed Five Pounds, vkvions. 
or imprisonment shall exceed One Month, any person who shall 
think himself aggrieved by any such conviction may appeal to the 
20 next Court of General or Quarter Sessions, which shall be holden not 
less than Tzvdve Days after the day of such conviction, for the 
county or place wherein the cause of complaint shall have arisen, pro- 
vided that such person shall give to the complainant a notice in writing 
of such appeal, and of the cause and matter thereof, within Three Days 
25 after such conviction, and Seven clear Days at the least before such 
General or Quarter Sessions, and shall also enter into recognizance 
with two sufficient sureties before a Justice of the Peace conditioned 
personally to appear at the said Sessions and to tiy such appeal, and 
to abide the judgment of the Court thereupon, and to pay such costs as 
30 shall by the Court be awarded ; and upon such notice being given, 
and such recognizance being entered into, the Justice before whom the 
same shall he entered into shall liberate such person, if in custody, and 
the Court at such Sessions shall hear and determine the matter of the 
appeal, and shall make such order therein, with or without cost, to 
35 either party, as to the Court shall seem meet; and in case of the dis- 
missal of the appeal, or the confirmance of the conviction, the Court 
shall order and adjudge the offender to be punished according to tlje 
conviction, and to pay such costs, if any, as shall be awarded, and shall, 
if necessary, issue process for enforcing judgment. 

. . 36. 

40 And be it Enacted, That no such conviction nor adjudication made Appea ha 
on appeal therefrom shall be quashed for want of form, or be removed 
by Certiorari or otherwise into any of Her Majesty’s Superior Courts quashed, 
of Recovery ; and no warrant of commitment shall be held void by 
363. c 3 reason 
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reason of any defect therein, provided it be therein alleged that the 
party has been convicted, and there be a good and valid conviction to 
sustain the same. 

V 37 -, 

And be it Enacted, That for the protection of persons acting in the 
execution of this Act, all actions and prosecutions to be commenced 
against any person for any thing done in pursuance of tliis Act, 
shall be laid and tried in the county where the fact was or is charged 
to have been committed, and shall be commenced within Sti- calendar 
Months after the fact committed, and not otherwise; and notice 
in writing of such action, and of the cause thereof, shall be given to lo 
the Defendant Gne calendar Month at least before the commencement 
of the action ; and in any such action the Defendant may plead the 
general issue, or in case of any action of replevin, may avow generally 
that the goods and chattels in question were taken under and by virtue 
of this Act, and may give this Act and the special matter in evidence J 5 
at the trial to be had thereupon ; and no Plaintiff shall recover in any 
such action if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made before 
such action brought, nor if a sufficient sum of money shall have been 
paid into Court after such action brought, by or on behalf of the 
Defendant or Avowant ; and if a verdict shall pass for the Defendant 20 
or Avowant, or the Plaintiff shall become nonsuit or discontinue any 
such action after issue joined, or if upon a demurrer or otherwise 
judgment shall be given against the Plaintiff, the Defendant or Avow- 
ant shall recover his full costs as between attorney and client, and 
have the like remedy for the same as any Defendant hath bylaw, as in 25 
other cases ; and though a verdict shall be given for the Plaintiff in 
any such action, such Plaintiff shall not have costs against the De- 
fendant, unless the J udge before whom the trial shall be had shall cer- 
tify his approval of the action and of the verdict obtained thereon. 

Disp^iw, how And be it Enacted, That the following subjects of dispute arising 

lettied. between masters and workmen in any of the above-mentioned trades 

or manufactures may be settled and adjusted by the Act passed in the 
fifth year of King George the Fourth, intituled, “An Act to consolidate 
and amend the Laws relating to the Arbitration of Disputes between 
Masters and Workmen that is to say, disputes respecting any injury 35 
or damage done or alleged to have been done to the work, or respecting 
any delay or supposed delay in finishing the work, or not finishing the 
work in a good and workmanlike manner, or according to any contract, 
or to bad materials ; disputes respecting the length, breadth or quality 
of pieces of goods, or the yarn thereof, or the quality of the flax, 40 
hemp or wool thereof ; disputes arising out of, for or touching any of 
the above trades or manufactures, or contracts relative thereto, which 
cannot be otherwbe mutually adjusted and settled ; disputes between 
masters and persons engaged in sizing or ornamenting goods ; but 

nothing 
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nothkig herein contained s-liall authorize any Justice or Justices to alter 
or depart from any of the penalties or punishments awarded for any 
offence committed against the provisions of this Act ; or to establish a 
rate of wages, or price of labour or workmanship at which the work- 
5 men shall in future be paid, unless with the mutual consent of both 
master and workmen : Provided always, That all complaints by any 
workman, as to bad materials, shall be made within Ttco Weeks of his 
receiving the same ; and all complaints arising from bad sizing, or 
from any cut, injury, damage or mistake in a warp, shall be made 
10 wdthin One Week of his receiving the same, and before he proceeds 
any further with his work, after he has discovered such cause of com- 
plaint : Provided always. That if the Two Arbitrators appointed under 
said Act cannot agree upon an award, they shall mutually appoint a 
third person to act as Umpire, to whom they shall state the points in 
15 difference between them, the said Arbitrators; and the said Umpire 
shall determine the matter in dispute, under the same restriction as to 
lime, et cetera, set forth in the Act above recited, which determination 
shall in all cases be final and conclusive, without being subject to 
reviewer challenge by any Court whatsoever; but in case the Two 
20 Arbitrators cannot agree upon a third person, tliey shall go before a 
Justice of the Peace, who shall appoint one ; and if such person so 
appointed shall refuse or neglect to act, such Justice is hereby autho- 
rized and required to act as Umpire ; and in all cases it shall be lawful 
for either party to demand that the Arbitrators, when appointed, shall 
25 be sworn to decide justly between the parties ; or if not sworn before 
thev have made out their decision, if either party consider himself 
aggrieved, he may require the Arbitrators to produce their affidavit or 
affirmation, made before a Justice of the Peace, along with their award, 
stating that such award is what they consider fair and just, without any 
30 favour or prejudice whatsoever. 

39. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall be deemed and taken to be a Act w be 
Public Act; and shall be judicially taken notice of as such, by all p^^ucAct. 
Judges, Justices and others. 

40, 

And be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall extend, Not to extend 
or be construed to extend, lo repeal any Act or Statute, or part thereof, Act DOC 
now in force, and not repealed by this Act. 
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